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There hasn’t been any appreciable change in the rate of all 
categories of Crimes of Opportunity (Burglary of 
Residence, Theft - all types, Burglary of Vehicle and Theft 
of Vehicle) except one - Burglary of Vehicle. 
 
The consequence of everyone limited to traveling only as 
necessary and to be otherwise confined to home, it’s 
reasonable to assume that, with the driving-age children’s 
cars, one or two spouses and maybe extended family 
members together, there is a limit to the means by which 
to observe or have a secure parking place for each and 
every vehicle.   
 
A larger the number of vehicles parked in the street, for 
example, is an invitation to thieves as easy targets, thus 
increasing the odds some of those vehicles will be 
burglarized.   
 
Thus far during these first 2-weeks in April, the Burglary of 
Vehicle rate is double that of the entirety of March.  
Locally, within the area of interest (5-mile radius), there 
were one-each at 24XX Garden Brook Trail, 4XX 
Arrowhead Pt. Road, 25XX Red Valley Dr., and 1-each at 
8XX and 10XX Sugar Brook Dr.   
  
There were none reported in the Woodlake.  However, in 
close proximity, there was one-each reported at 73XX and 
75XX Sparta Rd., and one Burglary of Vehicle reported at 
55XX Denmons Mountain Rd.   
 
Despite that, given the nature of Crimes-of-Opportunity, 
this isn’t the time to relax.  It is your opportunity to 
evaluate, reassess and improve on the crime prevention 
and deterrence measures currently employed.   
 
Definitions:  
 
Crime Prevention – Active measures/means taken that 
physically obstruct, block or prevent unauthorized 
access/entry to property by an individual, i.e.: fencing, 
locked gates, steel doors, double locks and/or deadbolt 
locks installed, shutters closed on windows and/or sliding 
glass doors – locked and secured with “Charlie Bars” 
installed 
 
 
 
 

Crime Deterrence – Passive measures/means taken to 
discourage crime: i.e., signage, watch dogs, motion 
detection and high-illumination lighting, security cameras  
(inside and out), alarm systems, indoor lights/radios set on 
timers, vigilant mindful neighbors and participation in 
Neighborhood Watch and/or Vacation Watch, 
frequent/sporadic LEO presence, constantly employ 
common sense home/property protection/security 
practices like putting things away and out of sight. 
 

From Best (Most Secure) to Worst (Least Secure) here are 
steps you can take to avoid being a victim of Burglary of 
Vehicle: 
 

• Park vehicle in locked garage. 

• Doors locked, alarm set, all valuables removed, 
nothing left in plain view parked in lighted driveway 
near the house in view of security camera. 

• Doors locked, alarm set, all valuables removed, 
nothing left in plain view parked in (lighted) driveway 
in view of security camera. 

• Doors locked, alarm set, all valuables removed, 
nothing left in plain view parked, near the house in 
view of security camera. 

• If on the street: doors locked, alarm set, all valuables 
removed, nothing left in plain view, parked as close to 
the house as possible and near/under a working 
streetlight.  

• Otherwise: Doors locked, windows rolled up, secure 
anything of value in the trunk, glovebox or a securable 
locker, leave nothing in plain sight.  It would be wise 
to have an inventory of valuable items (description, 
serial numbers, pictures, etc.) for a record in case the 
car is stolen.   

 

 


